June 1 2015

To the Governors and Premiers of the Great Lakd#ssand provinces:

The Victoria Day and Memorial Day holidays mark tf@cial start of summer for millions of peoplecaind the
Great Lakes. Early summer rituals are underwayeaglp dig out their bathing suits, stock up on steen, and
plan trips to the nearest beach. But, for peopladinear western Lake Erie, summer means someteing
different — the appearance of slimy, lime greenewat the lake, closed beaches, and most worryjrgigcerns
about drinking water safety. Why? It's all due ¢ait algal blooms that plague large parts of thetem Lake

Erie basin each summer.

We know that the algal blooms, fueled by nutriesitytion running into the water, will return agdtris summer.
And, they will continue to return summer after suenmantil farmland runoff and sewage treatment ddressed
comprehensively. Even more concerning: thanksdgipus damage to the lake, the impacts of invazbea
and quagga mussels that exacerbate pollution prahland the effects of a changing climate, theienitr

problem will likely get worse if we do nothing.

The region experienced a serious wake-up calklasimer. Last August, nearly half a million resideoitthe
Toledo area faced a drinking water ban lasting nttema two days and hundreds of residents of Pelaed faced
a ban lasting nearly two weeks because a massiiedigal bloom made water from Lake Erie unsafdriok. It
is unacceptable that Lake Erie has been pollutesigsaficantly that drinking water for approximatelll million
Americans and Canadians is at risk. Fortunately,gioblem is not out of our control. It is prevaiie.

Report after report by leading univer sity resear cher s and gover nment agencies show that the scienceis
clear: dissolved phosphorusfrom agricultural runoff isdriving the resurgence of har mful algal blooms. We
call on you, the governorsand premiers of the Great L akes states and provinces, to commit to at least a 40
per cent reduction of phosphorus entering western Lake Erie, with an emphasis on reducing agricultural
sour ces. Thisreduction commitment must be accompanied by an identification of sources of phosphorus, a
timetable with a firm deadline, clear milestones, and a monitoring plan to measure progressthat is

reported to the public each year.

The Great Lakes region has come together agaiagaid in a uniquely nonpartisan manner to do wheght
for the lakes. And, we can do it again. Until cakds are free of harmful algal blooms, our econairipking
water and way of life are in jeopardy. The timedotion is now, at your summit on June 12, to canasolving
this problem. The health of our lakes and our negiepend on it.
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