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The Ontario Rivers Alliance is a Not-for-Profit grassroots organization, acting as a
voice for several stewardship organizations, and private and First Nation citizens, to
protect, conserve and restore riverine ecosystems.
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What is working?
The best I can offer is that this Environmental Assessment (EA) Review is welcomed,
as well as the funding that is being offered to stakeholders to participate.
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What isn’t working?
• Industry and government are too closely tied as a result of disturbing
lobbying practices;
• The National Energy Board regulators were recently caught facilitating and
even promoting the Energy East project;
• Science is often ignored to advance a project or program;
• Corporate initiatives are given priority over public interests;
• Jobs and profits trump environmental protection;
• Negative environmental effects are downplayed;
• Narrowly focused studies offer more tailored and sometimes misleading
results;
• FN land, food and rights are often pushed aside to advance a project;
• Aquatic life is allowed to become contaminated and made unsuitable for
consumption, so vital food sources can be lost for generations;
• No fish passage or dam decommissioning provisions are being required, at
least here in Ontario; and
• The well-being of communities is often sacrificed for private gain.
• It sounds like I’m talking about a 3rd World Country – doesn’t it?
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When the CEAA was gutted n 2012
• Over 3,000 EAs were immediately dropped, and we were left with a very
streamlined and fast-tracked process.
• The scope of an EA was narrowed so that:
• Many environmental protections for water were lost;
• An EA was no longer triggered by interference with waterways;
• An EA was no longer required for pipelines or transmission lines;
• Most significant of all was the loss of mitigation of the serious impacts on
water;
• The Navigable Waters Protection Act and the Fisheries Act are other important
protective pieces of legislation that at the same time were also gutted.
• As a result, 90% of our lakes and rivers are no longer protected by federal law.
• Streamlining and fast tracking undermines confidence and trust in the process.
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Smoke and mirrors is used to convince us that the government is addressing climate
change, but are we really?
• For example the government often refers to hydroelectric as clean and
green, yet Environment Canada documents report that GHG emissions “in
both boreal and tropical regions can be substantial”.
https://www.ec.gc.ca/inre-nwri/default.asp?lang=En&n=0CD666751&printfullpage=true#ws67043B94
• It’s important to note that hydroelectric used to generate power
during peak demand hours relies heavily on reservoirs for storage;
however,
• A recent study from Washington State University looked at over 100
studies on more than 250 reservoirs and reported that they
contribute approximately 1.2% of world GHG emissions annually –
more than all the emissions from Canada alone in one year, and
methane is emitted for the life of the reservoir.
• Creating new reservoirs without removing all of the vegetation and
soil results in an immediate and dramatic increase in
methylmercury contamination of fish and other aquatic life that can
last for 15 to 35 years or more.
• Dams are also the leading cause for fish species decline, degraded
water quality, and numerous other negative impacts - not to
mention that many kilometers of a riverine ecosystem, both
upstream and downstream can be impacted.
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• It’s not surprising that governments won’t admit to the methane
problem with hydroelectric because it is the leading source of
power generation in this Country, and Canada is the 2nd largest
producer of hydropower in the world.
• Cap & Trade purports to cut GHG emissions.
• However, a lot is at stake for provinces like Quebec, Ontario and BC
that have a lot of hydropower in their energy mix.
• So will hydroelectric receive carbon credits or will their reservoirs
be held accountable for the methane they emit?

6

The cold reality is that there are many new hydroelectric projects underway right
now, and we are trampling on Indigenous rights in the process.
To name a few:
• The Muskrat Falls Hydroelectric Project:
• Its reservoir will be 59 km long and flood 101 km2 upstream from
2,000 Inuit who rely heavily on fish and seal meat;
• Methylmercury levels will increase up to 4.8 times, and the effects
could last for 15 to 35 years or more.
• A Joint Review Panel recommended a full clearing of all vegetation
and soils, but the recommendations have been ignored by the
proponent and the regulators;
• A hunger strike and protests should not be necessary to defend
their way of life or their right to food security; and it is unceded
land. This is an act of aggression on the part of the governments
that have allowed this to happen.
• Then there is the Site-C Hydro Project:
• That reservoir will be 83 km long and flood 93 km2;
• It is the 3rd of 4 major dams on the Peace River; and there is
currently a legal challenge by Treaty 8 First Nations & landowners to
try to stop its construction.
• Yet the project still marches forward.
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What about Indigenous Rights??
• The sad truth is that communities have had to pursue justice through the courts
for:
• Mercury poisoning;
• Loss of clean and healthy water; and the
• Loss of control over traditional territory.
• A good example is the Grassy Narrows First Nation
• Where a pulp & paper mill dumped 10 tons of mercury into WabigoonEnglish River between 1962 and 1970.
• It contaminated lakes and rivers for over 250 km downstream; and it’s still
contaminated, with no clean-up or plan to do so – only a promise of
monitoring.
• The people of Grassy Narrows have had serious ongoing health impacts
since the 70’s, and it looks like it will go on for many more generations
unless action is taken now.
• Any new EA must ensure monitoring, reporting, compliance and
enforcement continue for the life and eventual decommissioning of any
project.

8

Key Values and Goals that must be enshrined in any new EA process:
•

•
•
•
•
•

A healthy environment must be an inherent right, where:
• Communities are protected from risky developments;
• Where we are assured a basic right to clean water; as well as
• The protection of environmental, economic and cultural rights.
Food, air and water security should never be trade-offs.
Human life and cultural practices must take precedence over jobs and profits.
The vital importance of conserving and protecting natural infrastructure must be
embraced.
We must reflect a hard line on those that pollute.
The UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples has been endorsed by this
government, so it must abide by its promise of free prior and informed consent.
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EA Protections must include:
• All energy projects that impact on water, such as:
• Hydroelectric;
• Pipelines;
• Transmission lines; and
• Rail transport of petroleum products.
• Alternatives must be provided, as well as the possibility of a “no” outcome.
• Government must respect, protect and fulfill it’s duty to its citizens by:
• Strengthening environmental oversight; and
• Ensuring meaningful consultation that embraces input, questions, and the
best interests of communities.
• Governments must be held accountable to its citizens, and their environmental
and socio-economic interests kept in balance.
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Sustainability must be a central pillar to the EA process:
• Options with minimal risk must be provided to local communities to ensure their
best long-term environmental interests are served;
• For example, all soils and vegetation must be removed from reservoirs
before they are flooded - there are numerous studies backing this up.
• Does the project compromise the ability of communities to live sustainably?
• Fish is a main food source for most Indigenous communities – is that at
risk?
• Does oil transport place our water resource at unnecessary risk?
• Will a new reservoir increase GHG emissions and methylmercury
contamination?
• No region should bear an unreasonable share of the risks or costs.
• Does the project pose risks to local food and water security?
• Net environmental, social and economic impacts, benefits, risks and uncertainties
to local communities must be weighed using science-based evidence:
• Does the project provide net benefits to local communities?
• The focus must be broad to encompass risks, impacts and benefits; and
most important of all,
• Does the community want the project?
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Projects must be weighed using independent 3rd party science-based evidence.
• For example, hydroelectric must undergo the highest level of review as it is very
site specific, and carries numerous negative impacts that were mentioned earlier,
as well as habitat fragmentation and loss of biodiversity.
• Pipelines and rail transport spills can pose clean drinking water and food security
risks to entire communities for generations.
• Ministers must be held accountable for ignoring science, evidence, best practices,
and Indigenous and basic human rights.
• Scientific studies must be peer reviewed and used with integrity.
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EA Essentials moving forward must ensure:
1.
A citizens inherent right to a healthy environment, to ensure clean air, clean water and
food security;
2.
Sustainable development;
3.
A watershed approach;
4.
Cumulative Environmental Effects Assessment;
5.
An evidence-based approach using peer reviewed science;
6.
An EA must be credible and accountable, instilling trust and respect;
7.
With accessible, transparent & meaningful consultation;
8.
Indigenous rights must be upheld with CONSENT rather than just consultation;
9.
Projects followed up with robust monitoring, adaptive management, reporting, compliance
and enforcement;
10.
There must also be an avenue and Right to Appeal, and it must be accessible and
affordable.
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Climate Change is Real – and:
It’s time for Canada to make some significant overarching improvements to our
environmental and human rights protections through a comprehensive and
overarching EA process.
Let’s tackle the issues with integrity and authenticity to build trust and confidence.
These values must not be breached, but must be enshrined in a new EA process to
create a cleaner and healthier world for all life!
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