
MNR4825MC-2012-2802 

October 30, 2012 

  
Ms. Linda Heron, Chair 
Mr. Jim Rook, Vice Chair 
Ontario Rivers Alliance 

LindaH@OntarioRiversAlliance.ca 

  
Dear Ms. Heron and Mr. Rook: 
  

Thank you for writing to me about the Economic Impact of Waterpower Projects on Crown 
Lands in Ontario report, which was prepared for my ministry by AECOM.   I am pleased to 
respond.  
  
Our government has placed a priority on developing clean, renewable sources of energy, 
which will contribute to limiting the impact of climate change and building a green economy 
benefiting all Ontarians, including northern and Aboriginal communities. Renewable energy 
projects, including waterpower, will help ensure a reliable and sustainable supply of 
electricity for the future.  
  
In support of the Green Energy Act, my ministry commissioned a number of scientific, 
research and socio-economic studies and reports, including the AECOM Report which was 
prepared to help provide insight into the potential socio-economic impacts of proposed 
waterpower development on Crown land. 
  
In addition to the AECOM Report, my ministry also undertook research associated with 
these subjects: best management construction practices for waterpower development; bat 
and bird mortality monitoring and mitigation for wind power development; best management 
practices for waterpower development and sturgeon; economic impacts of wind power 
development on Crown land; and field assessments of impact mitigation for eel and 
sturgeon. 
  
As these studies and reports are completed, my ministry makes these materials available 
for public review.  I understand that you have copied the report authors on your review of 
the AECOM Report. 
  
If you have further questions or comments about the report, please contact Safa Fayek, 
Policy and Program Advisor in our Renewable Energy Program, at (705) 755-5321 or 
safa.fayek@ontario.ca. 
  
Thank you again for your letter, and please accept my best wishes. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Original signed by 

  
Michael Gravelle 

Minister of Natural Resources 

  

c:         Premier Dalton McGuinty 

            The Honourable Chris Bentley, Minister of Energy 

            Safa Fayek, Policy and Program Advisor, Renewable Energy Program 
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