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Ms Linda Heron

Chair and Chief Executive Officer
Ontario Rivers Alliance

379 Ronka Road

Worthington ON POM 3H0

Dear Ms Heron:

Thank you for your letter outlining your concerns about the Feed-in Tariff (FIT) program
rules, version 5.0.1.

| would like to emphasize that changes made to the FIT program rules do not affect
existing requirements for waterpower project proponents to obtain all necessary
environmental permits and approvals before they can begin construction. Under the
Class EA process for waterpower projects, proponents address a wide range of
potential effects on the natural, social, cultural and economic environments to ensure
protection of the environment. The Class EA process also includes clear requirements
for public and Indigenous engagement.

Your detailed concerns about the environmental impacts of small waterpower projects
would be best addressed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change, and
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. | am providing a copy of your
correspondence to Ministers Murray and McGarry so that they are aware of your
concerns.

While the Ministry of Energy works with the Independent Electricity Operator (IESO) on
the overall direction for renewable energy procurement, please note that individual FIT
program applications are reviewed and evaluated by the IESO, and contract offers are
executed and managed by the IESO.

| would like to note that the changes to the FIT program rules will not affect the
maximum FIT contract size of 500 kilowatts (kW). The rules will allow up to two
megawatts (MW) of waterpower projects at a Deemed Single Property, with no more
than 500 kW located at any one water control structure or dam. However, the maximum
size of each contracted FIT project will continue to be 500 kW .
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IESO has noted that the earlier FIT rules allowed multiple 500 kW projects on the same
body of water. The only difference is that multiple projects can now be proposed by the
same applicant.

Exact dates for the FIT 5 application window can be found on the IESO’s FIT website at
www. fit.powerauthority.on.ca/what-feed-tariff-program.

Detailed questions about the FIT program can be directed to the IESO by email at
FIT@ieso.ca. If you wish to speak further with someone in my office, please contact my
Policy Advisor (Renewable Energy), Meaghan Coker at Meaghan.Coker@ontario.ca or
416-327-3373.

Thank you again for writing and please accept my best wishes.

Minister

G Hon. Glen Murray, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change
Hon. Kathryn McGarry, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry
Meaghan Coker, Policy Advisor (Renewable Energy), Minister’s Office







