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IN THIS ISSUE
Our annual 
Freshwater Hero 
Awards honor 
some of the 
dedicated people 
who devote 
themselves to 
protecting the 
waters in their 
Great Lakes 
communities.

Our Freshwater Heroes

In every community around the Great Lakes, you’ll find thoughtful, committed residents 
taking action to protect our lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, shorelines, and drinking 
water. Small, individual actions can make a big difference, and at Freshwater Future 

we’re inspired by those who devote their time to making things better.

Most of you reading this are exactly those types of people. You clean up beaches, you leave 
no trace, you speak up at public meetings and write letters to the editor, and you make a 

habit of contacting your elected officials to let them know what needs to change. 
In short, you get involved. It’s this collective involvement that 

helps keep our waters safe, clean, and accessible to all.

This edition of Freshwater Voices recognizes just a 
handful of the good people doing good things to 

protect the water in our Great Lakes region. From 
social justice activists in Detroit, Michigan to tribal 

leaders on the remote shores of Lake Superior, 
every one of these Freshwater Heroes is not only 
working to safeguard their water, but also 
caring for the people in their communities 
and serving as an inspiration to us all.
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Sylvia Orduño

We first met Sylvia at a public hearing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality held 
about a pending permit application from Nestlé Waters to more than double the amount of water 
being pumped from their White Pine Springs well in Michigan’s Osceola Township. She’d traveled— 

along with many others—from her home in Detroit over 200 miles northwest to speak on behalf of water and 
the Michigan residents who rely on it. She spoke passionately and powerfully, and her strength of purpose 
electrified the crowd. 

As an activist with the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization and the People’s Water Board Coalition, Sylvia 
is a powerful advocate for water affordability and access. She works tirelessly to ensure that all people— 
regardless of their race, class, or status—have access to clean, safe, affordable water. Sylvia is an amazing force. 
We at Freshwater Future are honored to know her, and to recognize her as a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT SYLVIA & THE PEOPLE’S WATER BOARD COALITION: http://peopleswaterboard.
blogspot.com/

Kathleen Heideman

Based in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Kathleen has been defending clean water and wild places from 
the dangers of sulfide mining for years. And not just as an environmental activist—Kathleen’s steward-
ship and sense of place is evident in her paintings and her poetry, and she incorporates her experi-

ences with water into media that are accessible to a much broader population.

She served as President of Save the Wild UP and is now an active member of the Upper Peninsula Environ-
mental Coalition’s board and its Mining Action Group. In addition to her creative talents, Kathleen has a 
knack for sifting through dense permit documents to find inconsistencies and faults in information provided 
by mining companies, and she’s provided crucial oversight in Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
permitting processes to ensure protection of wetlands and water bodies from destruction and degradation. 

Freshwater Future is proud to have supported Save the Wild UP’s work on the Back Forty mine with grant 
funding, and proud to honor Kathleen as one of our Freshwater Heroes.

LEARN MORE ABOUT KATHLEEN HEIDEMAN: https://orebody.com/about-2/

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE UPPER PENINSULA ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION: http://upenvironment.org/ 



Monica Lewis-Patrick

Monica wants water affordability, and she wants it now. As the co-founder, President, and CEO of We 
the People of Detroit, Monica is a tireless and fearless strategist working to ensure that clean water 
is available and affordable for all people.

We first came to know her in 2016 when Freshwater Future helped Monica and other leaders in Detroit and 
Flint, Michigan come together to host a symposium on water infrastructure and affordability. She has a singu-
lar vision that focuses her energy and those around her on the things that can move this issue forward. From 
bringing together academics to research the health impacts of water shutoffs, to speaking about the United 
Nations Resolution that water and sanitation are basic human rights, to creating opportunities for young 
people to use arts to express their experiences of living without water and living with toxic water, Monica 
does it all. 

Her leadership is deep and wide. Whether she’s helping to ensure that water is available to those who can’t 
afford to pay their bills or serving on policy committees to develop new options that give everyone access to 
safe and affordable drinking water, Monica is a passionate advocate and an incredibly effective activist. 

Freshwater Future is honored to support her work and thrilled to present her with a Freshwater Hero Award.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MONICA LEWIS-PATRICK: http://bit.ly/2onMmsG

LEARN MORE ABOUT WE THE PEOPLE OF DETROIT: https://wethepeopleofdetroit.com/

Linda Heron

Ontario Rivers Alliance is a small but mighty organization with a strong track record of protecting 
rivers, and Linda serves as both its Executive Director and Board Chair with no other permanent 
staff. Because of her dedication to healthy river systems and her holistic approach to protecting 

them, ORA has safeguarded 24 sites on 12 Ontario rivers from hydroelectric development. Most recently, they 
succeeded in getting the City of London to unanimously vote to decommission the Springbank Dam on the 
Thames River. This would eliminate the last man-made barrier on that stretch of the Thames, thereby improv-
ing water quality, enhancing habitat, and protecting endangered species. 

Linda is an active member of the Great Lakes Network that Freshwater Future coordinates, and she works on 
it all—improving policy, education and awareness, and collaboratively working with others to build a united 
voice in support of healthy rivers.

Freshwater Future is thrilled to recognize Linda for her work with Ontario Rivers Alliance and to honor her 
as a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT LINDA HERON: http://www.fieldworktv.com/2016/11/24/linda-heron-ontario-rivers-alliance/

LEARN MORE ABOUT ONTARIO RIVERS ALLIANCE: http://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/
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Evelyn Stone

As Councillor for the Michipicoten First Nation on the remote northern shore of Lake Superior, Evelyn 
has a special and spiritual connection to water. She believes in living in balance with Mother Earth, 
and much of her work is centered around honoring the call to keep our water clean and safe today 

and for future generations. Evelyn has shared this connection with her community and youth from around 
the world through a water ceremony where members of all generations shared in story telling that emphasizes 
the importance of keeping our water clean. The event was so powerful, she plans on continuing it every year.

Evelyn is a quiet, contemplative, and well-respected leader to her people. Her love and deep respect for others 
and for the water that gives us life is evident in everything she does, and she has an unshakeable belief in the 
power to bring about positive change. As Evelyn says, “When we stand together, we can accomplish anything.”

Freshwater Future is honored to stand with the members of Michipicoten First Nation and grateful to Evelyn 
for her role as a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT EVELYN STONE: http://www.michipicoten.com/meet-the-council/ 

LEARN MORE ABOUT MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION: http://www.michipicoten.com/

Matt Meersman

There aren’t many people in South Bend, Indiana who can tell you more about its watersheds than Matt, 
who envisions a future where our communities and governments are organized around water rather 
than other boundaries. Matt is an avid paddler whose passion for water started in childhood and 

continues to be intertwined with both his professional and personal life. He’s the Director of the St. Joseph 
River Basin Commission, president of the Friends of the St. Joe River Association, and founder of Two Rivers 
Coalition.

Matt, it seems, is everywhere. He moves effortlessly across boundaries to build consensus and community. 
As a proactive strategic thinker, he has a knack for figuring out how to bring people together to create the 
biggest impact on the rivers, lakes, and streams that he loves. His enthusiasm and idealism are infectious, 
and he brings the same dedication and tenacity to his work protecting watersheds as he does to his hobby of 
marathon canoeing.

Freshwater Future is proud to have helped Matt realize his vision for the Two Rivers Coalition and thrilled to 
recognize him as a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MATT MEERSMAN: http://southwester.swmich.edu/?q=node/1235 

LEARN MORE ABOUT FRIENDS OF THE ST. JOE RIVER ASSOCIATION: http://www.fotsjr.org/
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Lee Botts

Without Lee, there might be no Freshwater Future. There might not be a Clean Water Act, either, or 
an Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, or any of the other Great Lakes institutions that comprise 
the life’s work of this 90-year-old environmental powerhouse.  

The Great Lakes owe a lot to Lee. Over the last six decades, she’s helped to create dozens of organizations—
including our partner the Alliance for the Great Lakes—working around the region at the grassroots level, 
the national level, and every level in between. Her leadership and her vision have helped foster collabo-
ration and coordination among these groups, because Lee has keen insight for the issues that need to be 
addressed and the work it will take to address them.

Lee’s persistence has created a legacy of environmental protection and education. Her work has helped connect 
more than 30,000 students and teachers to the ecology and beauty of Indiana Dunes and Lake Michigan, 
fostered collaborations that have generated solutions to address toxic pollution around the lakes, and influ-
enced policies at all levels—from the City of Gary, Indiana to the federal government. 

Freshwater Future is honored to have collaborated with Lee and grateful for her contributions to our organi-
zation and the Great Lakes community. Lee Botts is a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT LEE BOTTS: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Botts

LEARN MORE ABOUT DUNES LEARNING CENTER: https://duneslearningcenter.org/

Tracey Shafroth

Tracey is an avid sailor whose love of the water dates back to childhood, and she’s been instrumental 
in helping to protect the sensitive dunes in Michigan’s Kalamazoo River watershed from large scale 
development. She’s thoughtful and quiet, she has a special talent for taking stock of situations and 

developing effective strategies to address them. 

Tracey is a member of the Michigan Advisory Council of the Environmental Law and Policy Center and has 
served on the board of the Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance for over a decade. The group is currently fighting 
a proposed marina 18’ deep and 1500’ long that would require moving more than 160,000 tons of sand—a 
project that would destroy the fragile hydrology of the interdunal wetlands. 

Freshwater Future commends Tracey for her dedication to protecting the Saugatuck Dunes, and we are proud 
to honor her as a Freshwater Hero.

LEARN MORE ABOUT TRACEY SHAFROTH: http://elpc.org/advisory_council/michigan-advisory-council/

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SAUGATUCK DUNES COASTAL ALLIANCE: http://saugatuckdunescoastalalliance.com/ 
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2018 GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

We’re proud to have supported most of the Freshwater 

Heroes recognized in this edition through project or 

consulting grants. 2018 funding is now available!

Project Grants

Project Grants provide funding for grassroots project expenses 

and activities that promote permanent and broad-reach water 

protection. Awards range from $500 to $3,500 (USD).

Spring Deadline: April 10, 2018  |  Fall Deadline: October 1, 2018

Special Opportunity Grants

Special Opportunity Grants are “emergency grants” of up to 

$500 (USD) for project needs that fall outside of our Project 

Grant cycles. No application deadline.

Consulting Grants

Formerly known as Insight Grants, Consulting Grants provide 

awards ranging from $500 to $3,500 (USD) in value to improve 

organizational effectiveness through customized training and 

services. No application deadline.

Learn more at freshwaterfuture.org/grants 

or call Becca at 231-348-8200.
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Follow Freshwater Future on Facebook and Twitter!

STAY CONNECTED 
Freshwaterfuture.org

Find us online for up-to-the-minute policy and 
legislation tracking, action alerts, and updates 

on critical issues Great Lakes issues. 
Sign up for our weekly email and stay connected.


