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30 April 2020 
 
 
The Glen Davis Conservation Leadership Prize 
WWF-Canada 
400-410 Adelaide Ave. W. 
Toronto, ON 
M5V 1S8 
 
Attention:  Monte Hummel 
 
By email:  Davis.Prize@WWFCanada.org 
  
Re: Nomination for the Glen Davis Conservation Leadership Prize 
 Aleta Karstad and Frederick Schueler 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
 
The Ontario Rivers Alliance (ORA) is a not-for-profit grassroots organization with a mission to 
protect, conserve and restore riverine ecosystems all across Ontario.  ORA addresses risky 
proposals and advocates for effective policy and legislation to ensure that development affecting 
Ontario rivers is environmentally and socially sustainable. 
 
The ORA is very pleased to nominate true wildlife conservation heroes, a dynamic duo, Aleta 
Karstad and Frederick (Fred) Schueler, as candidates for the Glen Davis Conservation Leadership 
Prize.  Aleta has created and shared her incredible paintings and Frederick has waded the streams, 
creeks and riverbeds searching for mussels and other aquatic life, all the way across Canada. 
 
Fred and Aleta have been closely associated with our organization for the last 10 years, and we 
have personally witnessed the sacrifice and commitment they exhibited in working with ORA and 
partners to protect not just Ontario rivers, but rivers and ecosystems all over Canada.  We are 
eternally grateful to Frederick and Aleta for partnering with ORA and offering their services in 
fundraising campaigns, documenting invasive species and species at risk, and for helping our 
organization fulfill its goals and objectives. 
 
Ontario rivers were very much under threat back in 2011, when Ontario Rivers Alliance formed to 
address the sustainability, transparency and green rationale behind 87 hydroelectric dams that were 
proposed on a multitude of Ontario rivers.  Many dedicated volunteers came together to strategize, 
plan and take specific actions to fulfill our mission and build an organization.  Frederick and Aleta 
were at the very front of the line to offer their skillful talents, creativity, knowledge and wisdom. 
 
Aleta is an accomplished artist in the truest sense and visited the rivers at risk to capture the flora 
and fauna of these beautiful waterfalls and rapids that were destined to disappear, and offered prints 
of her paintings to be used for calendars and other paraphernalia to raise dollars to help support 
ORA’s advocacy work..  Frederick waded through many miles of the rivers and streams at risk 
collecting data and searching for species that would need to be identified, recorded and protected.   
 

http://ontarioriversalliance.ca/
mailto:Davis.Prize@WWFCanada.org
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ORA is pleased to report that with the help of Frederick and Aleta and the work and dedication of 
many other volunteers, that this organization managed to stop 24 hydroelectric proposals on 12 
Ontario rivers. 
 
In 2013 and 2014 Frederick and Aleta geared up to help in response to ORA’s Intervenor Status in 
the Energy East Pipeline proposal.  During this time, they surveyed and painted rivers crossed by 
this proposed pipeline conversion, all the way from Saint John, New Brunswick to Fort McMurray, 
Alberta.  In the end, the proponent withdrew the application and the project was dropped, largely due 
to the strong public opposition that had been mounted. 
 
We know that their volunteer work with the ORA was just a small fraction of the work they do, both 
independently and with several other environmental organizations across the country.  They are truly 
dedicated to the common good, as well as the science required to make an accurate record of the 
fauna and flora at risk.  
 
Throughout their many years of work, Frederick and Aleta have travelled all over Canada at their 
own expense and sleeping in their tiny trailer to collect data and paint the soon to be lost scenery.  
Their work helped to raise an awareness of what could be lost to development and pollution. 
 
Fred and Aleta’s works have culminated in their “Pointillist Portrait of Canada” project which 
documents their accumulated records and images and helps to fill in some of the gaps across 
Canada. 
 
The ORA highly recommends Frederick Schueler and Aleta Karstad for the Glen Davis Conservation 
Leadership Prize. 
 
Contact information: 

Frederick Schueler and Aleta Karstad 
4 St. Lawrence Street, 
Bishops Mills 
Oxford Station, Ontario  K0G 1T0 

 Karstad@pinicola.ca  
 Cell:  613 299-3107 
 
References: 

Donald McAlpine  
(Zoologist, Research Curator & Head of Dept. Natural History, New Brunswick Museum) 

 277 Douglas Avenue 
Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada  E2K 1E5 
Donald.McAlpine@nbm-mnb.ca  
Cell:  506 343-4432 
 
Vance Trudeau (Biochemist, University Research) 
Chair in Neuroendocrinology 
Department of Biology, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1N 6N5 
Vance.Trudeau@UOttawa.ca or VanceTrudeau@gmail.com  
Cell:  613 407-0403 

  
Also, please find enclosed the CVs for Aleta and Frederick.  
 
 

http://quietcuratorialtime.blogspot.com/2020/01/pointillistportrait-of-canada-frederickw.html
mailto:Karstad@pinicola.ca
mailto:Donald.McAlpine@nbm-mnb.ca
mailto:Vance.Trudeau@UOttawa.ca
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Thank you for your consideration! 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Ontario Rivers Alliance 
(705) 866-1677 


