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18 June 2020 
 

  
Fiona McGuiness 
Species Conservation Policy Branch 
300 Water Street, Floor 5N 
Peterborough, ON 
K9J 3C7 
 
By email to: Fiona.McGuiness@Ontario.ca  
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
Re: ERO 019-1620 – Proposed amendment to a regulation under Endangered Species Act, 

2007 relating to Forest Operations in Crown Forests 
 
 
The Ontario Rivers Alliance (ORA) is a Not-for-Profit grassroots organization acting as a voice 
for several stewardships, organizations, private and Indigenous members who have come 
together to protect, conserve and restore riverine ecosystems. 
 
The wording in this Environmental Registry posting is very misleading when it claims that 
“Ontario is committed to providing strong protections for species at risk and improving outcomes 
by modernizing and improving the effectiveness of the Endangered Species Act, as committed 
to in our Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan”.  This proposal is not improving the effectiveness 
of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), it is even doubtful it will increase the profits of private 
corporations.  It will however be to the detriment of species at risk.  
 
The ESA was created to protect and improve recovery outcomes for species at risk, and if the 
government was serious about ensuring their recovery, it would have first proposed 
amendments to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act (CFSA) and consulted with the public and 
Indigenous communities to ensure there are no gaps in the protection and recovery of species 
at risk. 
 
The CFSA, with all its manuals and forest management guides, fails to emphasize species 
recovery. It was not designed to fulfill the mandate of the ESA, which provides a much stronger 
level of protection for species and their habitats as well as a greater level of certainty for the 
forestry sector. 
 
According to the Draft Forest Sector Strategy there is a large surplus of wood supply in Ontario, 
for reasons that have nothing to do with endangered species.  Setting aside ESA protections will 
not improve the wood market, but it will likely result in the loss of sensitive species at risk. 
 
The ORA is disappointed in the government’s continued gutting of vital environmental policy and 
legislation. This at a time when species at risk and their habitat should be provided with even 
greater protections and efforts to recover.  It is crucial that ecosystems are made more resilient 
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to the extremes of a warming climate.  It is crucial that the forest industry is required to provide 
an overall benefit for Species at Risk to ensure the sustainability of forest management in 
Ontario.   
 
Decisions regarding policy and legislation impacting on species at risk must be based on 
science and Indigenous knowledge to ensure species protection and recovery. 
 
The economy is very important; however, we all have a responsibility to ensure a sustainable 
environment and a healthy future for our children and grandchildren.    
 
Consequently, the ORA is opposed to the proposed extension to the current temporary 
approach. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Ontario Rivers Alliance 
(705) 866-1677 


