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April 27, 2021 
 
Dear Members of Provincial Parliament, 
 
We are writing to express our support for the Government of Ontario’s recent 
announcement that it intends to expand the province’s protected areas. Protected areas 
conserve biological diversity, increase our resilience to climate change, and can 
sustain and strengthen Indigenous knowledge and value systems and cultural 
practices. They also provide much needed opportunities for outdoor learning, 
recreation and access to nature, which are essential to our physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health. Given these and other benefits, we request that all Members of 
Provincial Parliament work together, in the interest of current and future generations, 
to expand Ontario’s protected areas system. 
 
In 2018, our organizations launched the Protected Places Declaration, calling on 
governments, civil society and business leaders to protect at least 17 percent of our 
lands and waters by 2020, in accordance with our international obligations under the 
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity and the provincial target set in 
Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy. Over 8,000 individuals and 154 organizations 
endorsed the declaration, reflecting widespread support for achieving the target.  
 
Unfortunately, with only 10.7 percent of our lands and waters protected, Ontario fell 
far short of the 2020 target. It is time therefore to turn the page and truly commit to 
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developing and implementing an ambitious protected areas agenda that meets the new 
post-2020 targets that are now emerging.  
 
Recognizing the urgency of addressing biodiversity loss and creating nature-based 
solutions to climate change, there is growing international support to protect at least 
25 percent of the Earth’s lands and waters by 2025 and 30 percent by 2030. Canada is 
among the more than 80 countries that have embraced these new targets. Ontario, with 
the support of all MPPs, should likewise pledge to achieve them.  
 
Their achievement will require political will and investment. The recently announced 
Ontario investment in new private protected areas is a step in the right direction. 
However, as Ontario’s Auditor General pointed out in the November 2020 audit, 
Conserving the Natural Environment with Protected Areas, despite the considerable 
economic benefits of protected areas (e.g., $466 million contribution to provincial 
GDP), there is no plan in place to expand Ontario’s protected areas system, which 
suffers from a chronic lack of investment. Without a comprehensive plan and 
ambitious targets, we are ill-prepared to face, among other things, the severe 
economic consequences of biodiversity loss. As the Auditor General stated, 
“Biodiversity loss has been ranked as a top-five risk – by likelihood and impact – to 
economies over the next decade because of the economic value of the services that the 
natural environment provides.”  
 
Our organizations are committed to advancing protected areas establishment in 
Ontario and are aware of many strong candidates for protection. There are ample 
opportunities, working in partnership with governments, communities, stakeholders 
and Indigenous Rights Holders. These include more conventional approaches such as 
the creation of new provincial parks and conservation reserves, as well as promising 
new options such as Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas. Regardless of the 
approach, new protected areas should be established in the spirit and practice of 
reconciliation and with the free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
Protected areas are a proven means of conserving biological diversity and mitigating 
the impacts of climate change, two of the greatest challenges we face as a society. 
They also enjoy broad public support. For example, a 2018 national survey conducted 
by IPSOS found that 93 percent of Canadians believe that protected areas are 
necessary. Similarly, a 2019 national survey conducted by Abacus Data found that 88 
percent of Ontarians support protecting or conserving more natural spaces and 91 
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percent supported Canada’s 2020 protected areas commitment. There is no doubt 
where the public interest lies on this issue. 
 
We respectfully request that you do your utmost to work with your constituents and 
colleagues to advance the establishment of protected areas. We would be happy to 
meet with you to discuss these matters more fully, including options for protected 
areas in your region. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Caroline Schultz 
Executive Director 
Ontario Nature 
carolines@ontarionature.org  

 

 
Michelle Kanter 
Executive Director 
Carolinian Canada Coalition 
mkanter@caroliniancanada.com  
 

 
David Townshend 
Executive Director 
Earthroots 
david@earthroots.org  
 

 

 
Paul Mero 
Executive Director 
EcoSpark 
paul@ecospark.ca  
 

 
Alison Howson 
Executive Director 
Ontario Land Trust Alliance 
alison.howson@olta.ca  
 

 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair 
Ontario Rivers Alliance 
lindah@ontarioriversalliance.ca  
 

 
Ian McLaurin 
Interim Chair 
STORM Coalition 
ian@mclaurin.ca  

 
 
Katie Krelove 
Ontario Campaigner 
Wilderness Committee 
katie@wildernesscommittee.org  

 


