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Letter from the Chair

Greetings everyone,

The Ontario Rivers Alliance is pleased to report that our strong advocacy for dam removal has
resulted in three dams coming out this year.

The removal of the Howson Dam, located on the North Maitland River (cover photo) in Wingham,
is over two-thirds complete. It is ORA’s largest dam removal project so far. All that remains to be
removed is the spillway and then the important work of reconstruction of the new channel and
naturalization. This dam removal opened up approximately 100 kilometres of uninterrupted fish
habitat for Rainbow Trout and Chinook Salmon on the Maitland River system--all the way from
Wroxeter to Goderich, where it spills out into Lake Huron. Removing this dam will also significantly
lower stream temperatures below Wingham, which is good news for the warm-water fish
community as well.

ORA also partnered with Credit Valley Conservation on the East Credit River Tributary Weir
Removal Project, contributing $15,000 towards its removal. This Project reconnected 6 km of
coldwater Brook Trout habitat and increased the stream'’s resilience to climate change.

The Springbank Dam on the Thames River will have its four large gates removed by the end of
this year. ORA began advocating for the decommissioning of Springbank Dam in 2015, and by
January 2016, we had pulled together a Coalition of 19 other environmental organizations
(Ontario Nature, WWF-Canada, Trout Unlimited, Thames River Anglers’ Association, and 15
others) to sign on in support of ORA’s submission. We presented a strong and credible argument
of the many reasons decommissioning the dam was in the best interest of the health of the
Thames River ecosystem and the citizens of London. In 2018, London City Council finally voted
to remove the four gates that had been blocking the flow of the Thames River since 2008, when
the dam failed during an extreme rain event. The work has begun, and the gates will be removed
by the end of this year.

We have strongly advocated for these and other dam removal projects over the last several years
and are pleased to see them finally moving forward.

So much for the good news. The bad news is that the Ontario Minister of Energy has directed the
Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to procure 5,000 MW of new energy-producing
resources, including hydroelectric, for service between 2029 and 2034. Of course, ORA is already
on it; however, the Class Environmental Assessment for Waterpower has been gutted, along with
many other key environmental acts and regulations. We fared well during the last green energy
rush; however, it will be much more challenging over the coming years.

ORA needs all the support it can get, so please consider us when supporting a worthy cause!

There is so much more to say, but I've run out of room. Keep an eye on our website, where we
post details on almost everything we’re doing.

Yours in Conservation,

ORA Chair & Chief Administrative Officer
Ontario Rivers Alliance
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About ORA:

The Ontario Rivers Alliance (ORA) is a not-for-profit grassroots volunteer organization with a
mission to protect, conserve, and restore Ontario riverine ecosystems. ORA also works to ensure
that development affecting Ontario rivers is environmentally and socially sustainable.

ORA has a broad overarching perspective in our approach to protecting, conserving, and restoring
Ontario’s freshwater resources. We collaborate with other organizations, agencies, municipalities,
individuals and Indigenous citizens throughout the province to share, communicate, assist, and join
our voices, experience and strengths in a coordinated effort to address risky or threatening
developments and unhealthy river ecosystems. ORA's success and accomplishments are entirely the
result of the efforts of a dedicated team of volunteers and members.

Since our beginnings, ORA has worked tirelessly to address concerning developments, influence
policy, process and legislation, improve the environmental assessment and approvals process,
increase public awareness of the impacts development may impose, and the importance of protecting,
conserving and restoring riverine ecosystems.

ORA raises awareness through its website, E-newsletter, Action Alerts, public speaking engagements,
and other communication and outreach initiatives. We also work to build a strong and engaged network
of like-minded individuals and organizations.

ORA has assisted numerous individuals and groups in advocating for river protection, conservation
and restoration. This wouldn’t be possible without the assistance of our network of volunteers and
partners, who provide scientific and technical expertise.

ORA has a solid track record of providing evidence-based and reasoned advice on policy and
development that affects Ontario rivers.

Challenges to Ontario Rivers:

ORA is concerned with all issues affecting Ontario rivers and lakes, including the cumulative and
ongoing negative effects of hydroelectric, wastewater treatment facilities, mining and industry
releasing effluent into our waterways, diminished water quality and water quantity, forestry impacts,
blue-green algae, invasive species, overdevelopment of our shorelines, endangered species,
threatened fisheries, old dams that no longer serve any useful purpose and block our waterways, and
the most daunting challenge of all, climate change.

Healthy rivers provide drinking water, food, flood protection, fish and wildlife habitat, recreation
opportunities, and economic benefits to local and First Nation communities. They are a vital part of
our heritage and are sources of community identity and pride. In an era of global warming, effective
long-term protection for rivers must begin at the headwaters and encompass the entire watershed.

For an overview of what ORA and its dedicated volunteers have achieved since its inception in 2011,
you can check out our previous Annual Reports and website Blog, which can be found here.

What follows is a list of ORA’s Activities since the fall of 2023 up to this date. You can click on the live
links embedded in the text of each item to access those documents on our website Blog, where you
will find more detailed information.
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ORA Activities —- November 2023 to October 2024:
1. Regulatory Submissions:

= 1 December 2023 — ERO-019-7739 — Proposal to return lands to the Greenbelt

= 15 January 2024 — IESO Resource Adequacy and Long Term 2 RFP

= 7 March 2024 — IESO Resource Adequacy and Long-Term 2 RFP

= 16 March 2024 — ERO-019-7891 — Proposing to Revoke the Municipal Class EA and make a
New Regulation

= 19 April 2024 — Exempting 5 LRIA Orders from EBR Stakeholder Consultation Requirements

= 23 April 2024 — IESO Long-Term 2 RFP Engagement — April 4, 2024

= 6 May 2024 — IESO 2024 Annual Planning Outlook

= 11 May 2024 — ER0O-019-8369 — Proposed Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes
Act, 2024

2. Dam Removals:

= 20 December 2023 — Vittoria Dam Class EA — ORA Comments

= 5 February 2024 — Vittoria Dam Class EA — ORA Comments

= 10 April 2024 — Fullarton Dam Class EA — Alternatives — ORA Comments

= 24 June 2024 — Mill Creek Weir Removal Project - Presentation by Krystal Lomas, Credit
Valley Conservation

= 19 July 2024 — Embro Dam Removal Environmental Report — ORA Comments

= 27 August 2024 — Vittoria Dam Decommissioning — Notice of Completion — ORA Comments

= 2 October 2024 - East Credit River Dam Removal — ORA Contributed $15,000 — Completed
by end of 2024

= Springbank Dam Removal, Thames River — Completed by end of 2024

= 6 October 2024 - Howson Dam Removal, North Maitland River — Completed by end of 2024
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3. Joint Submissions:

= 23 October 2023 — Advancing Protection and Conservation Areas

= 2 November 2023 — ERO-019-7378 — Black Ash Regulation

= 21 March 2024 — Provincial Action on Road Salt Pollution of Aquatic Bodies — Sign
our Petition

= 29 April 2024 — Request for Commitment of Continued Public Funding of
Bacteriological Private Well Testing

= 2 May 2024 — American Eel: Consultation check-in on listing under the Species at
Risk Act

= 6 May 2024 — ERO 019-8320: New Minister’s Permit and Review powers under the
Conservation Authorities Act

= 14 August 2024 — ERO-019-8949 — Agnico Eagle Mineral Exploration Permit

= 27 September 2024 — IESO Long-Term 2 RFP Engagement — September 12, 2024

4. ORA Articles/Interviews

= Ontario Nature Magazine — Summer 2024 — Dammed If You Do...
= Rewilding Successes — published by The Ecological Citizen:
o Dam Removal for climate and nature - Partl — May 2024
o Dam Removal for climate and nature - Part 2 — June 2024

5. ORA Support/Endorsed:

= 31 October 2023 - ERO-019-6951, 6963, 6928 & 6853 — Permit-by-Rule, Waste
Management, Stormwater Management and Site Dewatering Activities — Canadian
Environmental Law Association

= 1 February 2024 — 2024 Budget Consultations

6. Website/Social Media Outreach:

= 6 November 2023 - Hydro Impacts 101: The Trade-offs — Information Cards, by Sana
Gavarikar

= 2024 — Upgrades to ORA website - added Dams Stopped and Dams Removed
feature to Rivers at Risk Page

7. Petitions:

= Petition: Hydroelectric is not a “Pathway to Decarbonization”
= Petition: Dam Decommissioning

8. Grants/Fundraisers:

= 2023 - Drift Outfitters & Fly Shop and The SoFly Crew donated $2,230

= 2024 — Lush Grant — ORA contributed $15,000 towards the East Credit River Dam
Removal Project

= 2024 — SoFly Tattoo Shop donated $950 to ORA
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9.

Coalitions:

Water Drop - Great Lakes Coalition

Coalition for the West Credit River

American Eel Conservation Coalition

Upper Beaver Gold Mine — Coalition of environmental organizations and individuals
Salt Pollution Coalition

11. Subscribe to ORA’s online news sources:

ORA Website: https://ontarioriversalliance.ca/blog/

Contact Email: info@ontarioriversalliance.ca

E-newsletter: https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/ - join-our-newsletter
RSS Feed: http://feeds.feedburner.com/ontarioriversalliance/KpBY

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/OntarioRivers

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OntarioRivers

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/OntarioRivers

TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@OntarioRivers

Threads: https://www.threads.net/@OntarioRivers

In Conclusion:

We will continue to build on our successes and explore innovative ways to better serve our
membership and Ontario Rivers.

A big thank you to all those who have assisted ORA through membership dues, donations, and
volunteer work! We couldn’t do what we do without your continued support!

Yours in Conservation,

Linda Heron, Chair & CAO
Info@OntarioRiversAlliance.ca
OntarioRiversAlliance.ca

(705) 866-1677

Annual Memberships and Donations help support our work. More information here.
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