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Greetings everyone,  
 
First, an update on the status of those three dam removal projects that were in the works as of 
our last Annual General Meeting. The East Credit River Weir Removal and the Howson Dam 
Removal projects were completed as expected by the end of 2024; however, the Springbank Dam 
on the Thames River is still undergoing deconstruction. 
 
In 2016, the Ontario Rivers Alliance, Thames River Anglers’ Association and eighteen other 
environmental partners submitted a formal recommendation to the London City Council to 
decommission the dam instead of repairing it. This led to an important public consultation and a 
2019 unanimous Council vote to decommission the dam. The work to remove the four gates 
(hindering fish passage and stream flow), control mechanisms, and the top deck began in 2024. 
The photo below shows the progress made as of September 10, 2025. Only the five concrete 
pillars will remain when decommissioning is complete sometime this fall. 

ORA had another busy year commenting on the streamlining and gutting of key environmental 
legislation and policy, as well as new mining projects, and other projects of national interest. 
Ontario’s Bill 5 and the federal Bill C-5 have made it impossible to predict whether there will be 
any opportunities to provide meaningful input to protect the environment. We also continue to 
provide comments on potential dam removal projects.   
 
The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) has begun its second Long-Term Request 
for Procurements for new electricity projects and should see the results early in 2026. ORA has 
fully engaged in the consultation process for these procurements to try to stem the inclusion of 
new hydroelectric projects because there will be little to no chance of stopping these projects 
once they have the IESO’s go-ahead. 
 
ORA appreciates your ongoing support to help address the multiple risks to Ontario rivers. 
 
Yours in Conservation, 
 
 
 
 
ORA Chair & Chief Administrative Officer!  

https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/category/dam-removals/thames-river/springbank-dam
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/category/dam-removals/thames-river/springbank-dam
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The Ontario Rivers Alliance (ORA) is a not-for-profit grassroots volunteer organization with a 
mission to protect, conserve, and restore Ontario riverine ecosystems. "#$! %&'(!)(*+'! ,(!-.'/*-!
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! ! 29 October 2024 – CoP20 – Amendment to CITES Appendices to Include Listing of the 
American Eel at Level 2 

! ! 1 November 2024 – IESO: Long-Lead Time Resources - Hydroelectric 
! ! 13 November 2024 – IESO: 2025 Annual Planning Outlook: Demand Forecast October 

30, 2024 
! ! 22 November 2024 – ERO-019-9284 – Proposed Amendments to the Electricity Act, 

Ontario Energy Board Act and Energy Consumer Protection Act 
! ! 13 December 2024 – ERO-019-0285 – Integrated Energy Resource Plan Consultation 
! ! 5 February 2025 – Crawford Nickel Project – Impact Statement 
! ! 25 February 2025 – Teeterville Dam, Big Creek – Conservation Ontario Class EA 
! ! 27 February 2025 – Draft Environmental Claims & the Competition Act - Federal 
! ! 9 May 2025 – ORA Feedback on IESO Long Term 2 RFP – April 24, 2025 
! ! 9 May 2025 – ORA Feedback on IESO Long Lead-Time – Hydroelectric – 23 April 2025 
! ! 15 May 2025 – IESO Northern Connection Study 
! ! 16 May 2025 – Omnibus Bill 5 ERO-025-0380 – Proposed Interim changes to the 

Endangered Species Act 2007, and a proposal for the Species Conservation Act, 2025 
! ! 16 May 2025 – ERO-025-0391 – Special Economic Zones Act, 2025 
! ! 16 May 2025 – Omnibus Bill 5 ERO-025-0409, 025-0416, 025-0418, 025-0389 & 025-

0396 
! ! 29 May 2025 – How to Truly “Build Canada Strong” 
! ! 5 June 2025 – 2025-2026 IESO Annual Planning Outlook: Electricity Planning Scenarios 
! ! 11 June 2025 – CLC #2 – Teeterville Dam Class Environmental Assessment 
! ! 12 June 2025 – ERO 025-0449 – Advancing New Hydroelectric Generation in Ontario 
! ! 17 June 2025 – IESO - Long Lead-Time RFP 
! ! 19 June 2025 – IESO – Bulk Planning Updates (North of Sudbury Bulk Plan) – May 29, 

2025 
! ! 26 June 2025 – ERO-025-0501 – Reg. Amendments to Support Financing for OPG’s 

Major Nuclear Projects 
! ! 23 July 2025 - IESO – Regional Electricity Planning – East Lake Superior 
! ! 13 August 2025 – IESO – Regional Electricity Planning – North of Dryden   
! ! 14 August 2025 -- ERO-025-0660 Enhancing Electricity Transmission Capacity in 

Northern Ontario – The Greenstone Transmission Line 
! ! 25 August 2025 – ERO-025-0600 Streamlining Environmental Permissions for the 

Electricity Sector 
! ! 16 September 2025 – IESO: Long-Lead Time Request for Procurement 
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!
!  12 November 2024 – Restoring Provincial Wetland Protections in Ontario 
!  16 December 2024 – Federal Provincial Territorial Cooperation for Nature 
!  7 February 2025 – LAND – Response to Crawford Nickel Project – Impact Statement 
!  1 May 2025 - Ontario Auditor General’s Report on Municipal Drinking Water, CELA, Joint 
!  16 May 2025 – ERO-025-0380 –!Proposed Interim Changes to the Endangered Species 

Act, 2007 and a proposal for the Species Conservation Act, 2025 - Joint !
!  28 August 2025 – 2025 Federal Budget Recommendations!
!  5 September 2025 – Urge to accept/pass radionuclides as a candidate CMC under the 

GLWQA!
! ! 26 September 2025 – Call for Action on American Eel!

https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/cop20-amendment-to-cites-appendices-to-include-listing-of-the-american-eel-at-level-2/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/cop20-amendment-to-cites-appendices-to-include-listing-of-the-american-eel-at-level-2/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/request-for-information-long-lead-time-resources-hydroelectric/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/2025-annual-planning-outlook-demand-forecast-october-30-2024/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/2025-annual-planning-outlook-demand-forecast-october-30-2024/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-019-9284-proposed-amendments-to-the-electricity-act-ontario-energy-board-act-energy-consumer-protection-act/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-019-9284-proposed-amendments-to-the-electricity-act-ontario-energy-board-act-energy-consumer-protection-act/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-019-9285-integrated-energy-resource-plan-consultation/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ora-comments-on-the-crawford-nickel-projects-impact-statement-ref-no-83857/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/teeterville-dam-conservation-ontario-class-environmental-assessment-big-creek/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/draft-environmental-claims-and-the-competition-act-federal/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ora-feedback-on-ieso-long-term-2-rfp-april-24-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ora-feedback-on-ieso-long-lead-time-hydroelectric-23-april-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-northern-ontario-connection-study/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/omnibus-bill-5-ero-025-0380-proposed-interim-changes-to-the-endangered-species-act-2007-and-a-proposal-for-the-species-conservation-act-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/omnibus-bill-5-ero-025-0380-proposed-interim-changes-to-the-endangered-species-act-2007-and-a-proposal-for-the-species-conservation-act-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/omnibus-bill-5-ero-025-0391-special-economic-zones-act-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/omnibus-bill-5-associated-ero-notices-025-0409-025-0416-025-0418-025-0389-025-0396/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/omnibus-bill-5-associated-ero-notices-025-0409-025-0416-025-0418-025-0389-025-0396/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/how-to-truly-build-canada-strong/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/2025-2026-annual-planning-outlook-electricity-planning-scenarios/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/teeterville-dam-class-environmental-assessment/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0449-advancing-new-hydroelectric-generation-in-ontario/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-long-lead-time-rfp-june-5-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-bulk-planning-updates-north-of-sudbury-bulk-plan-may-29-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-bulk-planning-updates-north-of-sudbury-bulk-plan-may-29-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0501-reg-amendments-to-support-financing-for-ontario-power-generations-major-nuclear-projects/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0501-reg-amendments-to-support-financing-for-ontario-power-generations-major-nuclear-projects/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-regional-electricity-planning-in-east-lake-superior-july-9-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ora-regional-electricity-planning-in-the-north-of-dryden-addendum-july-30-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0660-enhancing-electricity-transmission-capacity-in-northern-ontario-the-greenstone-transmission-line
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0660-enhancing-electricity-transmission-capacity-in-northern-ontario-the-greenstone-transmission-line
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0600-streamlining-environmental-permissions-for-the-electricity-sector/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0600-streamlining-environmental-permissions-for-the-electricity-sector/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ieso-long-lead-time-rfp-september-16-2025/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/restoring-provincial-wetland-protections-in-ontario-joint/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/federal-provincial-territorial-fpt-cooperation-for-nature-joint/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ora-comments-on-the-crawford-nickel-projects-impact-statement-ref-no-83857/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ontario-auditor-generals-report-on-non-municipal-drinking-water-cela-joint/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0380-proposed-interim-changes-to-the-endangered-species-act-2007-and-a-proposal-for-the-species-conservation-act-2025-joint/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/ero-025-0380-proposed-interim-changes-to-the-endangered-species-act-2007-and-a-proposal-for-the-species-conservation-act-2025-joint/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/2025-federal-budget-recommendations-joint
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/urge-to-accept-pass-radionuclides-as-a-candidate-cmc-under-the-glwqa-joint
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/urge-to-accept-pass-radionuclides-as-a-candidate-cmc-under-the-glwqa-joint
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/call-for-action-on-american-eel-joint/
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!  October 2024 – East Credit River Tributary Weir Removal 
!  October 2024 – Howson Dam Removal – North Maitland River 
!  October 2025 – Springbank Dam Removal – Thames River 

!
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!  Partnering on Municipal Asset Management, by Credit Valley Conservation 
!  Restoring the Flow, by Credit Valley Conservation 
!  Transforming a creek, by Credit Valley Conservation 
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! ! 24 January 2025 – Environmental group concerned about impact of nickel mine on 

freshwater – The Daily Press, by Andrew Autio 
! ! 17 April 2025 – Poilievre says feds are holding up oil, gas and mining projects. Is he 

right, and could he change that – The Narwhal, by Carl Myer 
! ! 5 September 2025 – City of Timmins must pay $56,250 in fines for wastewater infractions 

– The Daily Press, by Nicole Stoffman 
! ! 23 September 2025 – A massive nickel mine, and the community that wants to love it – 

The Narwhal, by Leah Borts-Kuperman 
! ! 26 September 2025 – Mattagami River Lake Sturgeon – Success Story 
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! ! 8 November 2024 – Chair presented at SOAR Film Festival 2024, Sudbury 
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! ! Petition: Hydroelectric is not a “Pathway to Decarbonization”  
! ! Petition: Dam Decommissioning 

!
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! ! Water Drop - Great Lakes Coalition 
! ! Coalition for the West Credit River 
! ! American Eel Conservation Coalition 
! ! Upper Beaver Gold Mine – Coalition of environmental organizations and individuals 
! ! Salt Pollution Coalition 
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!
! ! ORA Website:  https://ontarioriversalliance.ca/blog/ 
! ! Contact Email:  info@ontarioriversalliance.ca   
! ! E-newsletter:  https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/ - join-our-newsletter 
! ! RSS Feed:  http://feeds.feedburner.com/ontarioriversalliance/KpBY   
! ! Blue Sky: https://bsky.app/profile/ontariorivers.bsky.social 

https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/east-credit-river-tributary-weir-removal-project/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/howson-dam-removal-project-north-maitland-river/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/hurray-the-springbank-dam-gates-are-finally-being-removed-from-thames-river/
https://youtu.be/Vpb99VTmwO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boFjwjgCb6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUaoNAgsMm8
https://www.timminspress.com/news/environmental-group-concerned-about-impact-of-nickel-mine-on-freshwater
https://www.timminspress.com/news/environmental-group-concerned-about-impact-of-nickel-mine-on-freshwater
https://thenarwhal.ca/poilievre-priority-projects-federal-election/
https://thenarwhal.ca/poilievre-priority-projects-federal-election/
https://www.timminspress.com/news/city-of-timmins-must-pay-56250-in-fines-for-wastewater-infractions
https://www.timminspress.com/news/city-of-timmins-must-pay-56250-in-fines-for-wastewater-infractions
https://thenarwhal.ca/critical-mineral-nickel-mine-timmins
https://thenarwhal.ca/critical-mineral-nickel-mine-timmins
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/10642-2/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/petitions/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/petitions/
https://ontarioriversalliance.ca/blog/
mailto:info@ontarioriversalliance.ca
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/#join-our-newsletter
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ontarioriversalliance/KpBY
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! ! Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/OntarioRivers  
! ! Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/OntarioRivers 
! ! TikTok:  https://www.tiktok.com/@OntarioRivers  
! ! Threads:  https://www.threads.net/@OntarioRivers   

!

F4!*'483/6,'42 !

We will continue to build on our successes and explore innovative ways to better serve our 
membership and Ontario Rivers. 
 
A big thank you to all those who have assisted ORA through membership dues, donations, and 
volunteer work! We couldn’t do what we do without your continued support! 
 
Yours in Conservation, 
 
 
 
 
Linda Heron, Chair & CAO 
Info@OntarioRiversAlliance.ca  
OntarioRiversAlliance.ca 
(705) 866-1677 
 
Annual Memberships and Donations help support our work. More information here. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/OntarioRivers
https://www.instagram.com/OntarioRivers
https://www.tiktok.com/@OntarioRivers
https://www.threads.net/@OntarioRivers
mailto:Info@OntarioRiversAlliance.ca
http://ontarioriversalliance.ca/
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/#become-a-member
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/#donate
https://www.ontarioriversalliance.ca/take-action/#become-a-member

